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Von Sharon Maas : Of Marriageable Age (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Of Marriageable Age (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. EAST 
MEETS WEST...Von lawyeraauThis is an exquisitely written and superlative, multi-generational novel, delicately 
woven with gossamer threads of human experience. It is a story of human frailties, passions, and cultural traditions. It 
is a spellbinding tale of several people who become unforgettable to the reader. It is an epic saga of individuals who 
are connected across time in a way none of them could have foreseen. A wellspring of cultural differences bear upon 
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their futures and send them along paths none of them could have envisioned. It is, above all, a story of forbidden love 
that would impact on others for generations to come.This is the story of Savitri, a native of India, a Brahmin beauty, a 
healer, who fell in love with David, the son of the wealthy English family for whom she and her parents worked. Her 
love for David would remain constant, despite those in her own family who would seek to destroy it.This is the story 
of David, the English boy who grew up in British colonial India and never forgot his childhood sweetheart, despite the 
cultural and racial roadblocks placed in his path by those who did not have the gift to look into the soul of another.This 
is the story of Nat, the boy who straddled two cultures, Indian and English, whose mysterious ancestry threatened to 
prevent him from being united with the woman who held the key to his heart and soul.This is the story of Saroj, a 
Guyanese beauty of Indian descent, who wanted to leave the old ways, the ways of mysterious south east Asia, the 
ways of India, and embrace those of the west, only to find that her soul mate was one in whom both cultures had made 
peace.This is, above all else, a spellbinding story of love and passion that runs so deep that time would sustain it 
forever. Underlying this story are the threads of a mystery that are subtly woven into its fabric. This novel is a 
panoramic and sweeping saga that will cause the reader to be swept away by its depth, its richness of language, and its 
vividly drawn characters, and descriptive detail. The author, a very gifted writer and talented storyteller, has written a 
novel that will keep the reader riveted to its pages until the very last.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Intricate, Unusual Characters and Plot Combined with MysteryVon Donald MitchellOf Marriageable Age is 
one of the most innovative novels I have ever read. Within this one book, the reader can enjoy a thoughtful look at 
arranged marriages, travel through the formation of a individual's character from childhood, explore the rich tapestry 
of multicultural heritages and religions, appreciate the sources of generational conflict, obtain new perspectives on 
overcoming prejudice, and unravel some delightful mysteries all within an intertwined story line built around the lives 
of three rather different kinds of characters. Ms. Maas is a master story teller and has a sure touch in tying all of this 
together in a simple, profound way.Let me mention before going further that this book contains many scenes of intense 
inhumanity that will disturb you. For the most part, these scenes are played as tamely as possible without losing their 
significance. Nevertheless, this is not a garden and flowers romance novel, in the usual sense that most readers think 
about novels that deal with love and marriage.The book builds its structure around three separate timelines that begin 
in different places tied to the three primary characters, two in the state of Madras in India (one in 1921 and the other in 
1947) and the third in British Guiana in 1956. As time passes, you begin to notice bits and pieces of the other two 
story lines crossing over into each one, helping you anticipate a greater joining of all three in the end. A few things 
won't quite make sense along the way. Pay particular attention to those, for they are clues to parts of the story that will 
remain below the surface until near the end of the book.All three characters are Indians by cultural background. Savitri 
is the cook's young daughter in an English household in Madras who keeps company with the English family's son. 
The English family is enlightened for that day and age, and encourage the children to be together. They grow up like 
brother and sister in many ways.Nat begins in an orphanage in Madras until he is miraculously adopted by a single 
English doctor who serves the poor for no fee, and is raised as though he is the doctor's own son in a poor village.Saroj 
is a young teenager in an Indian family in South America whose prominent lawyer father is most eager to arrange her 
marriage. Saroj doesn't like the idea at all, and is soon in full rebellion. She gains sustenance for her rebellion from a 
black friend and her friend's very liberated mother.One of the remarkable things about this novel is that the book 
intensely and fully develops all three main characters, plus gives you quite full development on three others. Compare 
that to Madame Bovary, for example, where only Emma Bovary's character is fully established. Ms. Maas is quite 
inventive and broad in her methods for character development, being equally comfortable with dialogue, letters, 
actions, internalized thoughts, and physical changes in the body.The story is woven mostly out of everyday events, 
much like normal life is. Although there are dramatic events occurring in the background (like World War II and 
eventual Indian independence), mostly the relationships within each family and neighborhood frame the story's 
action.I was especially impressed with the handling of the book's various mysteries. Most books give you the barest 
minimum of one clue to open the door to filling in the blank spaces. Ms. Maas is very generous with her clues, yet 
keeps her mysteries adequately hidden . . . just around the corner. Only by connecting a rather broad set of dots can 
you see the whole picture before she is ready to expose it to you. I enjoyed unraveling the mysteries.Finally, the book 
does a nice job of applying Indian philosophy to the circumstances that occur in the novel, so that you can see how the 
philosophy affects one's perception of oneself, as well as one's own behavior. In the contrast with the Western cultural 
standards (or lack thereof in some cases), the Indian view looks remarkably noble and practical at the same time.After 
you finish reading this story, I suggest that you think about what purposes human freedom should serve. What is the 
cost of providing human freedom that serves no noble purpose? How do the benefits compare to the costs?Look 
beyond what you think you want to appreciate the beauty and truth within you!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Great bookVon Renee DuilleGreat book. Interesting and fascinating without judging what is right 
or wrong. Gives a good insight of Indian culture and traditions.



Kurzbeschreibung'It's a wonderful panoramic story and conveys such vivid pictures of the countries it portrays I was 
immediately transported and completely captivated. A terrific writer.' Barbara ErskineA vast canvas of memorable 
characters across a kaleidoscope of cultures her epic story feels like an authentic reflection of a world full of sadness, 
joy and surprise.' The ObserverA spellbinding story of forbidden love. Three continents, three decades, three very 
disparate lives:Savitri, intuitive and charismatic, grows up among the servants of a pre-war English household in 
Madras. But the traditional customs of her Brahmin family clash against English upper-class prejudice, threatening her 
love for the privileged son of the house.Nataraj, raised as the son of an idealistic doctor in rural South India, finds life 
in London heady, with girls and grass easily available until he is summoned back home to face raw reality.Saroj, her 
fire hidden by outward reserve, comes of age in Guyana, South America. When her strict, orthodox Hindu father goes 
one step too far she finally rebels against him... and even against her gentle, apparently docile Ma.But Ma harbours a 
deep secret one that binds these three so disparate lives and hurtles them towards a truth that could destroy their 
world.'A big book, big themes, an exotic background and characters that will live with you forever.' Katie 
Fforde'Beautifully and cleverly written. A wondrous, spellbinding story which grips you from the first to the last page 
I can't recall when I last enjoyed a book so much.' Lesley Pearse'From the first page I was hooked with this enchanting 
book unputdownable.' Audrey HowardPressestimmen'A big book, big themes, an exotic background and characters 
that will live with you forever... unputdownable.' Katie Fforde 'Beautifully and cleverly written. A wondrous, 
spellbinding story which grips you from the first to the last page... I can't recall when I last enjoyed a book so much.' 
Lesley Pearse 'It's a wonderful panoramic story and conveys such vivid pictures of the countries it portrays I was 
immediately transported and completely captivated. A terrific writer.' Barbara Erskine 'From the first page I was 
hooked with this enchanting book... unputdownable.' Audrey Howard 'A vast canvas of memorable characters across a 
kaleidoscope of cultures... her epic story feels like an authentic reflection of a world full of sadness, joy and surprise.' 
The ObserverKurzbeschreibung'It's a wonderful panoramic story and conveys such vivid pictures of the countries it 
portrays I was immediately transported and completely captivated. A terrific writer.' Barbara ErskineA vast canvas of 
memorable characters across a kaleidoscope of cultures her epic story feels like an authentic reflection of a world full 
of sadness, joy and surprise.' The ObserverA spellbinding story of forbidden love. Three continents, three decades, 
three very disparate lives:Savitri, intuitive and charismatic, grows up among the servants of a pre-war English 
household in Madras. But the traditional customs of her Brahmin family clash against English upper-class prejudice, 
threatening her love for the privileged son of the house.Nataraj, raised as the son of an idealistic doctor in rural South 
India, finds life in London heady, with girls and grass easily available until he is summoned back home to face raw 
reality.Saroj, her fire hidden by outward reserve, comes of age in Guyana, South America. When her strict, orthodox 
Hindu father goes one step too far she finally rebels against him... and even against her gentle, apparently docile 
Ma.But Ma harbours a deep secret one that binds these three so disparate lives and hurtles them towards a truth that 
could destroy their world.'A big book, big themes, an exotic background and characters that will live with you forever.' 
Katie Fforde'Beautifully and cleverly written. A wondrous, spellbinding story which grips you from the first to the last 
page I can't recall when I last enjoyed a book so much.' Lesley Pearse'From the first page I was hooked with this 
enchanting book unputdownable.' Audrey Howard 


