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Von Ruth Rendell : The Crocodile Bird  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Crocodile Bird: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
MODERN DAY SHEHERAZADE...Von lawyeraauThis is another taut, well-written psychological thriller by the 
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queen of this genre. The author weaves a compelling tapestry of events and characters, and, as the story unfolds, the 
reader is held in its thrall. Fans of the author will find this spellbinding tale riveting.Eve and Liza, mother and 
daughter, live in isolation in a remote location in the English countryside, where Eve acts as caretaker for Shrove 
House, a large estate, to which she has an extreme attachment. Liza has lived her entire life on the estate, removed 
from the outside world with little or no contact with other people. She was also home schooled by her mother. 
Consequently, Liza, removed from all normal congress with other people, has never known what it is to have a 
playmate nor was she aware of the existence of television or radio. The only people with whom she has ever come into 
contact, other than the occasional delivery person or estate worker, were the men, friends of Eve, who arrived at their 
home only to disappear later under mysterious circumstances.The Shrove House estate is owned by Jonathan Tobias, a 
childhood friend of Eve's, and when he suddenly dies, the police question Eve concerning his death, as she is a 
suspect. Liza, now sixteen, begins to see her world crumble around her. Eve, fearing the worst, concocts a plan for 
Liza to leave home and go to stay with a friend of hers. Liza, however, who has, unbeknownst to Eve, formed an 
attachment to Sean, the new young groundskeeper for the estate, has her own plans. Thus, the story begins to 
unfold.Unburdening herself to Sean and revealing her strange upbringing and the odd goings on in her mother's 
household, Liza proves herself to be a modern day Scheherazade. Holding the reader captive with the story of her life, 
which is set against the backdrop of her mother's obsession with Shrove House and the murders that take place there 
whenever anyone threatens to upset her mother's apple cart, Liza's story is, indeed, a beguiling one. While telling her 
tale, Liza finds herself discovering a world that she never knew existed. Liza eventually finds herself at a crossroad, 
and the path she takes will define the rest of her life.3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. why 
don't more people read her?Von Bookiei will never understand why rendell doesn't have a bigger following in this 
country. her characters are so much better drawn than anything found in a john grisham novel, and she's no slouch 
with a plot, either. in this book, she creates one of the most compelling mother/daughter relationships i've ever read, 
and the character of liza has stayed with me since i first read the book in 1994. everyone out there reading grisham, 
turow and cornwell, please, please read one rendell book.....you won't believe the difference!'2 von 2 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Outstanding novel from an outstanding writerVon Ein KundeI totally agree with the 
previous reviewer! Why indeed is Rendell not more popular? It is mystifying to see people go hog wild over Mary 
Higgins Clark who is obviously inferior to Rendell . This book is absolutely absorbing!

KurzbeschreibungLiza is not your average teenager. Sixteen years old, she lives with her mother, Eve, in a secluded 
gatehouse, which she has never been allowed to leave. There was only enough room for two in their cocoon; intruders 
entered at their peril, only to mysteriously disappear...Liza is not the only one to discover the truth behind her mother's 
pathological violence, or the dead bodies. When the police arrive on their doorstep, Eve throws her daughter into the 
real world, to protect her from the consequences of her own chilling crimes. As Liza runs into the arms of her secret 
lover, she begins to see the logic behind her mother's gruesomes crimes, and must accept the possibility that she has 
inherited Eve's lust for murder...From Publishers WeeklyLike a modern-day Scheherazade, young Liza Beck tells her 
story over a span of nights and in the process finds salvation. After the police question her mother, Eve, about the 
death of Jonathan Tobias, the owner of Shrove House, 16-year-old Liza runs away with Sean, the young garden hand 
at the remote English manor. It is to him, over the course of 101 nights, that Liza gradually reveals her strange 
upbringing, living alone with Eve in the gatehouse of the Tobias estate. Rigorously schooled by her mother, isolated 
from all society except, on occasion, the mailman or groundskeeper and the few men, including Tobias, whom Eve 
admits into their world, Liza learns early that others may have something to fear from Eve, but that she does not. 
Credibility never flags as Edgar Award-winning Rendell ( Kissing the Gunner's Daughter ) reveals the specifics of 
Liza's increasing contact with the world, creating suspense in the gradually meted out details of Eve's intense 
attachment to Shrove House and her determination to protect Liza from civilization. Although unpredictable, the 
payoff seems a little weak and the careful pace somewhat slow; nevertheless, there are no holes in this psychological 
puzzler that has a strong afterlife. Author tour. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sA 
sheltered girl spins a tale of her involvement with her mother in a years-old series of killings--in this meditative 
Arabian Nights of murder-in-retrospect reminiscent of Rendell's Barbara Vine byline. Rendell's Scheherazade is Liza 
Beck, whose aptly named mother Eve, obsessively attached to Shrove House, the splendid, isolated estate in whose 
gatehouse she lives, has kept her from all contact with the outside world--no school, no TV--until nearly the time that 
Eve, about to be taken away by the police, sends her 16-year-old daughter away to the protection of an old London 
school friend. But Liza runs off instead to her lover Sean Holford, the new Shrove handyman, and spends a hundred 
nights telling him the story of how Eve came to commit murder--though the story begins ``when I was four...that's 
when she killed the first one.'' Gradually, like a distant shore in the mist, a byzantine logic comes into view. When her 
own mother, who's spent years caring for old Jonathan Tobias, the master of Shrove House, is led by his capricious 
promise to believe he'll leave it to her and then thwarted is by another caprice, Eve stays on as caretaker at young 



Jonathan's request, determined to entice him into marriage. Years pass, marked only by Jonathan's repeated 
withdrawal--and by Eve's disembodied homicidal reprisals against anyone who threatens her tenure at Shrove. Eve is 
finally less fascinating than she's supposed to be, but her daughter, who in her cleareyed innocence says proudly that 
``there can't be many people who've read the whole of Virgil's Aeneid in the original and seen two people murdered by 
the time they're sixteen,'' is a masterly creation, touched equally with pathology and mercy. Trust Rendell to find new 
depths of terror in the idea of unschooled unsentimentality. And if this sedate, chilling family portrait isn't in the same 
class as A Judgment in Stone or Make Death Love Me, well, what is? -- Copyright 1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All 
rights reserved. 


