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Von Mary Stewart : The Crystal Cave (Arthurian Saga)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Crystal Cave (Arthurian Saga): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Stewart 
shows real Merlin in this spellbinding masterpieceVon Ein KundeWhat was it like to live in Arthurian time? No one 
living today can actually know, but after reading The Crystal Cave, by Mary Stewart, one feels as if they had. Those 
who haven't read this yet must obtain a copy. Stewart delves into the personal life of Myrddin Emrys, better known as 
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Merlin the magician, counselor, and guardian of King Arthur. Intertwining fact, legend, and fiction, Stewart interprets 
the mystery surrounding Merlin and his powers into a personal, heartfelt story of a very misunderstood individual. 
This book starts when Merlin is very young and living in his grandfather's castle in Madridunum. We follow him 
through the trials of growing up without knowing the identity of his father, interacting with his Uncle Camlach who 
tries to poison him, understanding his mother, and discovering his power which is later referred to as "The Sight". This 
power he possesses perplexes, terrifies and intrigues him. One day he travels far into the hills around his town and 
finds a cave full of crystals and an old man named Galapas. Here he learns of his powers and how to control them. 
When his grandfather is killed, he runs away in fear of his uncle.Soon he is kidnapped but this leads to meeting 
Ambrosius, who is later discovered to be his true father. Ambrosius keeps him as a counselor and lets him live as he 
pleases. Many years later he goes back to Madridunum to visit his mother and seek out information for Ambrosius 
when he is captured by men of Ambrosius' enemy, Vortigern. He goes through trials of staying alive and soon 
prophesizes of a cave and two dragons. This is the turning point from which the normal legend of Merlin turns dark. In 
Stewart's version, though, Merlin is also in awe of his powers and has fear of what he is becoming. Up to this point the 
book is intriguing and fast paced, but now it turns to the more historical side and even cuts out most of the dialog. The 
story of Ambrosius, his brother Uther, Vortimer and his father Vortigern with the Saxon wife drags on for about a 
fourth of the book. Soon enough, Ambrosius is the High King and wants to take Killare, the stronghold of Ireland. 
Inside this fortress is a huge ring upon ring of enormous stones called The Dance. Ambrosius wants it moved to his 
new stronghold of all the empire. While this seems impossible, Merlin again surprises the kingdom with his supposed 
magic and thinks of a plan. Suddenly Ambrosius dies and Merlin dedicates himself to moving this and burying 
Ambrosius under the center stone, which has magical qualities itself. This new Dance is better known as Stonehenge. 
Now Uther is King, and Merlin and Uther must work out their problems to rule the kingdom.Presently, Uther falls in 
love with another ruler's wife. She, named Ygraine, wants him also, but is constantly followed by guards. Merlin, his 
devoted servant Cadal, and Uther devise a plan to impregnate Ygraine with Uther's baby, but let her husband think it is 
his child. This plan is barely carried out, and in this process Cadal and other servants of Ygraine and her husband are 
killed. Merlin, saddened, but with high faith, returns to Galapas' Crystal Cave, which is now his own.What makes this 
book so unique is that Stewart portrays Merlin as a real human being with emotions, fears, and dreams, unlike the 
legends show. She lets the reader see into his head and understand that he was just a highly intelligent human used by 
the gods, not a sinister wizard. After reading it, the real Merlin Emrys becomes an odd but graspable character with 
whom one can connect. This true mastery shown by Mary Stewart beckons me to read the next two books in the 
trilogy.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Merlin and the Crystal CaveVon S.WatkinsThe 
Crystal Cave by Mary Stewart, the first of a series, is about Merlin the Wizard's childhood and a little after that. Mary 
Stewart uses history to depict the setting of the novel, and draws on it somewhat to affect how Merlin grows up. 
Merlin is born in Maridunum, Britain. His mother is the daughter of the king of part of Wales. No one knows where or 
who his father is, except for Merlin's mother, who won't tell anyone. Merlin's grandfather is allied with the High King 
of Greater Britain. In the story Melrin runs from his home in fear of being killed by his uncle and to-be king Camlach. 
He flees to Less Britain and there finds out who his father is, and what his purpose for living really his. Merlin is 
arguably the most intriguing character. He is very solitary, as a boy and an adult, seeking no company from anyone 
except his personal servant. His most fascinating aspect his his ability to manipulate people, even without magic. In 
some circumstances he acquired help from God, using magic to cinvince people into doing what he wanted. Most 
fantasy fans would like this book. Merlin is always an interesting person to read about and has had many books written 
about him. His childhood is mysterious, though, and many people would like to find out about it. This book talks about 
his childhood, and how it affected his life. The only part of the book I didn't like is the extensive description of the 
landscapes and settings. If you like a lot of description, though, then this book is for you.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Crystal Cave by Mary StewartVon Ein KundeThe book The Crystal Cave by Mary 
Stewart tells of the life of Merlin the Enchanter from when he was six to about 24. His adventures are vividly 
described, whether its roaming the tunnels under his grandfathers castle or sneaking his uncle into the fortress of 
Cornwall. There is almost never a dull moment in this book. It takes awhile getting started, but it gets interesting 
around page 50, so hang in there. One part of the book I really enjoyed was when 13 year old Merlin takes a ride in the 
forest with his servant and catches his tutor up to no good. Overall, I'd say this book is excellent literature because it 
really describes everything. You can picture every scene and character in your head. I really felt like I knew each 
character and was genuinely upset when one died and outraged when one betrayed another. The book also teaches you 
a lot about the Middle Ages. There were castles, knights, maidens in distress, and all the usual stuff, but it also told 
about normal people. It tells of everyday life in medieval times. If you like this book, I recommend you read the 2nd 
and 3rd books in the Merlin Trilogy, The Hollow Hills, and The Last Enchantment. Both are just as good as The 
Crystal Cave. If you are fascinated with the legend of Arthur and Merlin, and are a patient reader who likes long, 
detailed novels like I do, you will adore this book!



KurzbeschreibungThis is what happened. I saw it, and it is a true tale.So begins the story of Merlin, born the 
illegitimate son of a Welsh princess in fifth century Britain, a world ravaged by war. Small and neglected, with his 
mother unwilling to reveal his father's identity, Merlin must disguise his intelligence - and hide his occasional ability 
to know things before they happen - in order to keep himself safe.One beautiful afternoon, while exploring the 
countryside near his home, Merlin stumbles across a cave filled with books and papers and hiding a room lined with 
crystals. It is the home of Galapas, who becomes Merlin's tutor and friend, and who teaches Merlin to understand the 
world around him... and to harness the power of the crystal cave to see the future.Merlin will rise to power and enter 
history - and legend - as advisor to King Arthur. But all stories must begin somewhere. And this is his. The Crystal 
Cave is the first of Mary Stewart's brilliant Arthurian Saga, telling the story of King Arthur from the perspective of the 
extraordinary, mysterious Merlin..deInitially published nearly thirty years ago, Mary Stewart's The Crystal Cave has 
been spellbinding readers and converting them into serious Arthurian buffs ever since. The first in a series of four 
books, this novel focuses on the early life of Merlin the magician, and the political developments of fifth-century 
Britain. Not for the fainthearted, this verbose text pays careful attention to historical details and methodical plot 
development. Merlin's childhood is formed by the absence of his reticent, convent-bound mother and his unnamed and 
unknown father. As the bastard grandson of a local king, Merlin is the object of both envy and ridicule. His strange 
powers and predictions earn him greater status as a pariah, and he leaves home as a preadolescent. Returning years 
later as a young man--empowered by self-knowledge and magic--Merlin finds himself caught in the currents of the 
shifting kingdoms. As an established classic in this genre, and the first in a popular series, The Crystal Cave introduces 
this familiar character with fresh sensitivity. While readers looking for the romance of First Knight will be 
disappointed, those happy with tight writing and a complex story line will be satisfied. --Nancy R.E. 
O'Brien.comInitially published nearly thirty years ago, Mary Stewart's The Crystal Cave has been spellbinding readers 
and converting them into serious Arthurian buffs ever since. The first in a series of four books, this novel focuses on 
the early life of Merlin the magician, and the political developments of fifth-century Britain. Not for the fainthearted, 
this verbose text pays careful attention to historical details and methodical plot development. Merlin's childhood is 
formed by the absence of his reticent, convent-bound mother and his unnamed and unknown father. As the bastard 
grandson of a local king, Merlin is the object of both envy and ridicule. His strange powers and predictions earn him 
greater status as a pariah, and he leaves home as a preadolescent. Returning years later as a young man--empowered by 
self-knowledge and magic--Merlin finds himself caught in the currents of the shifting kingdoms. As an established 
classic in this genre, and the first in a popular series, The Crystal Cave introduces this familiar character with fresh 
sensitivity. While readers looking for the romance of First Knight will be disappointed, those happy with tight writing 
and a complex story line will be satisfied. --Nancy R.E. O'Brien 


