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worth my time, and all praised The Discovery Of Slowness: 

KurzbeschreibungNadolny's masterpiece, a huge commercial and critical success in Germany and across Europe, 
recounts the life of one of the most interesting explorers of the nineteenth century - Sir John Franklin who, amongst 
other achievements, paved the way for the discovery of the NorthWest Passage.By means of Nadolny's acute reading 
of history and his storytelling prowess, the reader follows this misfit's development from awkward schoolboy to 
expedition leader, Governor of Tasmania, icon of adventure. Not only a riveting account of a remarkable life, The 
Discovery of Slowness is also a profound and thought-provoking meditation on time.The result is an extraordinary 
reading experience that justifies the novel's reputation as one of the classics of contemporary German 
literature.PressestimmenPraise for Sten Nadolny and The Discovery of Slowness"Absolutely stunning."Times Literary 
Supplement"This remarkable, superbly translated novel derives from the life of the real 19th century explorer John 
Franklin[whose] adventures are conveyed with spellbinding skill."Publishers Weekly"Nadolny evinces remarkable 
empathy with his unlikely Odysseus and Ralph Freedman's translation captures the crystalline freshness of the author's 
imagery."Washington Post Book World"The Discovery of Slowness is a masterpiece of characterization, a portrait of 
inwardness in the most outward-thrusting of lives."The New Republic"Fluid and suspenseful, a thought-provoking 
reminder of contemporary society's tendency to speed through everyday life."The Providence Journal-
Bulletin"AmazingHis book is a historical painting, a seafarer's novel, a love story, an outcast's story all in one. This 
variety appears very harmonious, just as it incidentally, almost secretly, reflects on our right to discover the world at 
our own, personal pace."Frankfurter Allegemeine Zeitung"Sir John Franklin is the embodied contrast to the frenetic 
agitation of the modern world. The discovery of slowness is the slowness of discovery."New York of 
Books"Nadolny's vision is conveyed with restraint and charmHe has written a Utopia of character."New York Times 
Book "Its appeal lies in its observation of the texture of life, seen by a character who has to work everything out from 
first principles. It needs to be read slowly, to be absorbed as much as understood."Scotland On Sunday"This is more 
than an adventure; it's a meditation on time and perceptionNot to be rushed, or forgotten."The Herald"Nadolny 
brilliantly sets the narrative pace to the rhythms of the frozen landscape, and to the 'slowness which is bred by 
hunger.'"Robert MacFarlane"This is both a wonderful historical novel and a spell-binding individual portraitThis is a 
marvellous translation of a masterly work."The Observer 


