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Guinevere, the Dragon Queen meets Arthur, the Summer KingVon Lawrance BernaboWhen | saw the sub-title "The
Tales of Guinevere" for Alice Borchardt's "The Dragon Queen," | assumed she was going off in anew direction and
since | was waiting for her next wolf book | just got around to reading it and discovering that it is, tangentially, awolf
book. What this meansisthat Maeniel is a character, albeit, a supporting character. He dominates the scenes in which
heis present, but they are relatively few. This story isindeed about Guinevere, about to reach puberty and apparently
intended to be the concubine of young Arthur, the summer King.The most interesting part of this book are the ideas of
kingship and queenship that drive Arthur and Guinevere. Borchardt may or may not be dealing with authentic notions
of kingship from this period of history, but that hardly matters. The idea that the Dragon Queen has the duty of
bringing her people aworthy king makes Guinevere a player in the power politics of her world where thereisa
growing need to bring order out of chaos. Reading "The Dragon Queen” is as much about finding out the rules of the
game and the possihilitiesin play asit is about learning about the abilities and intentions of the characters.
Consequently, Maneniel's presence is perhaps something of a hindrance because this book is certainly less grounded in
the history of the times than "The Silver Wolf" or Borchardt's other novels. Then again, thereis alogic to this, since
Arthur and Guinevere are more figures of legend than Charlemagne or Julius Caesar.Having read " The Dragon Queen"
| keep asking myself one key question, and | do not mean whether Borchardt will ever have a book that does not have
aquote from Anne Rice on the cover. No, my question iswhy is this story about Guinevere and Arthur? Of course, the
fact that "The Dragon Queen" is the first of a planned trilogy is enough to suggest that at least the title character would
make it to the final volume, but once you make it about Guinevere and Arthur we pretty much know the endgame, and
while | definitely appreciate the idea of making Guinevere more than atrophy wife there has to be more of a payoff to
this idea down the road, especially given that this Arthur seems more given to pragmatics than idealism. Additionally,
there needs to be some sort of a significance to turning Merlin into avillain. However, at this point my enjoyment of
the characters and the story has little to do with that fact it is Guinevere and Arthur. The only important thing isthat |
will be around for the rest of the tale.

Kurzbeschreibunglt is that time known as the Dark Ages, the Romans have abandoned Britain's shores, leaving behind
abrutal, fear-filled twilight world where magic and superstition, strife and warfare hold sway. Into thisworld is born
the daughter of a pagan queen. Her name is Guinevere and to the all-seeing, power-hungry sorceror Merlin, she
represents a grave threat. Sent into hiding in the remote north, she grows up under the protection of a shape-shifting
wolf and awayward druid, watched over by dragons - yet through his dark arts, Merlin tracks her down. He knows her
destiny and will stop at nothing to prevent what has been foretold. For if Guinevere becomes queen and Arthur, king,
together they will bring a peace to the land that will leave the sorcerer but a shrivelled and empty old magiciainin a
weary cloak. What Merlin doesn't realiseis that Guinevere has inherited dazzling powers of her own. With Arthur
trapped in a netherworld from which the only escape is death, Guinevere must call upon the ancient, primal spirits and
beings who walked this earth when it was still young to help her in her final confrontation with the High Druid
himself...Dark, exciting, highly original and utterly compelling, THE DRAGON QUEEN is set in a brutal, grittily and
historically authentic Celtic world where the Pagan and the Christian battle for supremacy. Full of wild magic, both
benign and malign, romance, superstition, wonder, bloody battles and wonderfully well-wrought characters, and
written with afresh, contemporary voice, this novel turns the legend of King Arthur and his mercurial queen well and
truly on its head.From Publishers WeeklyMagic rules in thisfirst volume of atrilogy that focuses on the fabled
Guinevere's adventures before and after she comes to Camelot. Borchardt (Night of the Wolf) paints avivid portrait of
the future queen, who is no pale Pre-Raphaelite princess. Suckled by a she-wolf, this child of power is protected by a
Druid, Dugald, and the Gray Watcher, Maeniel, not to mention a shape-changing wolfman. Daughter of a pagan
gueen, thiswarrior beauty takes control of her own destiny. Bold, courageous, prophetic and possessed of powers that
enable her to communicate with dragons and wolves, as well as with a shrunken head, this Guinevere enchants and
engages the reader immediately, even as a spindly toddler thrown into awolves den. A fine, lyrical storyteller,
Borchardt reinvents familiar characters, including a young Arthur and an evil Merlin, who seeks to control the once
and future king of Camelot. This dark sorcerer may dismay some Merlin lovers, as he would rather see Guinevere
dead than as Arthur's queen. It's an interesting concept in along line of derivative explorations of a mysterious
character who has long enchanted Arthurian fantasy devotees. In the prologue, Guinevere writes: "l am myself a
creature of the dance, the imitation of the movements embraced by the dialogue between earth and sky," and readers
will be eager for the dance to be continued in the next installment. Borchardt further stakes her claim as awriter of
breathtaking eloquence, reminding al, once again, that sheis more than just Anne Rice's sister. (Oct. 2)Forecast: The
popularity of Arthurian romance and the author's high name recognition would alone ensure strong sales, but good
word of mouth should give this along shelf life.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From Library
JournalWhat, more Arthurian legend? In the hands of Borchardt, author of best sellerslike The Silver Wolf and sister
of Anne Rice (see below), this could work. At least the premise is different: daughter of a pagan queen, Guinevereisa



toughy with magical powers who goes up against Merlin over the fate of Arthur.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business
Information, Inc.



