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Von Edward Rutherfurd : The Forest  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Forest: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A book 
to savorVon TennisHackIt's been slow going with 'The Forest', but some of it could be intentional. Edward 
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Rutherfurd's latest offering is truly something to read and savor. This book (there's no other way to describe it) is 
composed of eight stories (and an epilouge) that vary in length and follow generations of families--everyone from 
gentry to poor commoners who've been on the land since the beginning.Contrary to some of his other work, I was 
captivated in all of the stories. Most are no more than 50 or 60 pages long, so the form of the plot is quick-paced and 
literal. Longer stories (the longest being 'Albion Park') cover larger blocks of time and can be excruciatingly slow. 
You keep waiting to come upon some action, while Rutherfurd is sweetly biding his time with his wonderful 
descriptions. However, if you try to hurry through any of the stories, you'll find yourself lost and confused because you 
missed a precious detail.Rutherfurd's storytelling is unmatched. The climax of the plot can fill your stomach with 
butterflies. He also manages to skirt the "big" events in England's history, never directly putting his characters in a 
traumatic and dramatic period. (The closest he comes is the Spanish Armada.) He effectively describes everyday life 
for people and animals of the New Forest.'The Forest' is most similar to 'Russka: The Story of Russia' to me. Both use 
a more saga-like form, careful to show the outcomes of the families as well as the setting. It is also the only English 
book of his I've been able to read (I couldn't bear trudging through 'London', which has been prasied as his best 
work).I would recommend this book to anyone who likes Rutherfurd's work or is interested in a historical fiction/saga-
like epic.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. re:forestation and RutherfurdsVon Mr. K. 
MahoneyThis is an extremely rich body of work. I hesitate to say 'novel' since there are eight parts to this book of 
equal stature. Is it then a collection of novellas? Well, no not quite, since all of these stories have a tendency to refer to 
each other. For instance, there is the little wooden cross that is handed down the generations of families whose paths 
we follow. Of no great monetary value in itself, this ornament, whose origin is more or less forgotten, still signifies a 
great deal to whomever happens to be wearing it at the time. The author concentrates his attention of a handful of 
fictional families, from the Albions of the gentry, to the coarser tribe of Seagulls. The one great thing which binds all 
these families is the New Forest. The author takes great pains to also bring the forest alive, from the mighty oak, to the 
fallow deer. Anyone who's in love with English history will find much richness here. What the author has done is to 
realise a great empathy for the English peoples of the last thousand years, and even beyond, if you include the 
Prehistory of the Saxon Prides. Also mentioned are modern day forest disputes, which are rooted in the past. The prose 
is light and easy to follow. The author has a few old storyteller tricks here: such as employing loose ends. A character 
will do something in one story that will resound greatly in another. Those who dislike such loose fragments left 
unresolved will be relieved to find that this author is extremely tidy. However, I did spot a few typos, but these hardly 
spoil the impact of such great tales. This author is also very aware of the literary conventions concerning the historical 
periods of which he writes. You groan when the section set in Beaulieu Abbey starts off with the murder of a monk, 
and suspect that Cadfael is not far behind with his herbal remedies. However, the author is very clever here, for he 
plays delightfully with your expectations - he does not provide mere homage to the past - he always brings something 
new and unique to such fictions. The tale of 'Albion Park' is very much Jane Austen, and as the author admits, he 
derived this story from something which really happened to Austen's aunt at Bath. The heroine, like that of 'Mansfield 
Park', is called Fanny. During the latter parts of the book, we also get a delicious portrait of a Victorian Pre-Raphaelite 
artist, who is inspired by the forest of his ancestors. But all is not sweetness and light: perhaps the grimmest chapter 
features the plight of Alice Lisle, caught within Judge Jeffries' notorious Assizes. There are accounts of famous rebels, 
such as Penruddock and Monmouth: the author really does bring the history alive. He reveals how place names and 
surnames change over time, due to historical events. However, there was one family that I was particularly interested 
in concerning this novel, but whom I found to be only obliquely mentioned: the Rutherfurds. I first became intrigued 
because of the peculiar spelling - trying to search for this author's surname in online bookshop search boxes provides a 
variety, so much so that it's highly tempting to believe that the internet will have impact on this ancient name. 
Rutherfurd begins his novel by going back just under a thousand years to the murder of King William 'Rufus' (so-
named because he had red hair). 'Ruther' is also derived from the Celtic word for 'red'. One of the stories concerning 
the origins of the Rutherfurd name is that it relates to a ford. The Rutherfords first seem to appear around this era as 
inhabitants of the Scottish borders. There is an account of them beating back an invading English force across a ford 
before the time of William Wallace, and it's romantic to believe that the name could derive from this incident. Is it just 
a coincidence that Walter Tyrell has a ford named after him in the New Forest (as Rutherfurd writes in the opening 
novella), due to his flight after the death of Rufus? Rutherford also briefly mentions Wallace, and the Scottish 
Rutherfords certainly fought for him and Robert the Bruce against the English. Rutherfurd writes of the protestant 
dissenters: Samuel Rutherfurd may have been one such historical ancestor. There is also a strong branch of 
Rutherfurds in America, possibly related to the Pilgrim Fathers or others like them. Certainly the American heiress 
Consuelo Vanderbilt had a distant relation to the Rutherfurds, and may even have been in love with Winthrop 
Rutherfurd before she married the Duke of Marlborough, whose Blenheim Palace is mentioned in the novel (along 
with, I think I recall, a cheeky comment about the Marlboroughs marrying into the best families). Sir Walter Scott was 
related to a branch of Rutherfurds, one of whom is mentioned in his 'The Bride of Lammermoor'. However, all this 
might be baloney or coincidence, except for one thing: Edward Rutherfurd keeps mentioning the Royal Navy ship, the 
Swiftsure, which was at the battle of Trafalgar as part of Nelson's forces: it's captain? - Why, none other than William 



Gordon Rutherfurd! I therefore think that the author has derived a great deal from a rich family history, as his 
characters do also.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Rich and meaty novelVon Ein KundeThe 
New Forest has played a central role in the history of England starting with William using it as a hunting "spa". It is in 
the New Forest where William's son Rufus is killed under strange circumstances. Throughout the remainder of the 
millennium, this area has been on center stage almost as much as London has. Even in the present, the locale serves as 
an example of the modern day debate between development with easy access vs. environmental protection by pushing 
to name it a national park. In between much happens to members of the English Who's Who to include Austen, Drake, 
and Nelson, etc. Edward Rutherfurd is considered one of the giants of fictionalized history that provides a story telling 
account centering on real events and people. His latest work THE FOREST will show his talent to educate his 
audience with a well-written account that spans a thousand years of English history. Though some sections will 
overwhelm the reader with its vast historical tidbits, sub-genre fans will enjoy this book as much as Mr. Rutherfurd's 
previous works, LONDON and SARUM.Harriet Klausner

KurzbeschreibungA magnificent, sweeping history in which Rutherfurd captures the essence of the English heartland 
from Edward Rutherford, the author of Paris, London and New York. Few places lie closer to the heart of the nation's 
heritage than the New Forest. Now, Edward Rutherfurd, weaves its history and legends into compelling fiction. From 
the mysterious killing of King William Rufus, treachery and witchcraft, smuggling and poaching run through this epic 
tale of well-born ladies, lowly woodsmen, sailors, merchants and Cistercian monks. The feuds, wars, loyalties and 
passions of generations reach their climax in a crime that shatters the decorous society of Jane Austen's Bath, and 
whose ramifications continue through the age of the Victorian railway builders to the ecologists of the present 
day..deWith such novels as Sarum and Russka, Edward Rutherfurd has laid claim to James Michener's longtime turf: 
the immensely researched, meticulously detailed epic of place, in which the characters tend to play second fiddle to the 
setting. The Forest is the most ambitious example yet of Rutherfurd's art. This time the location is that bosky patch of 
English real estate known as the New Forest. Other writers have tackled the area before. But The Forest is surely the 
definitive chronicle, with all the local stories, legends, and apocrypha woven into an irresistible narrative--think of 
Thomas Hardy's power and drama filtered through a very modern sensibility. Opening with the assassination of King 
William II in 1099, the book covers nearly a millennium's worth of history. Rutherfurd creates generation after 
generation of adroitly realized characters, the best of whom defy our generic expectations: the canny Brother Adam, 
for example, is that rarest of literary creatures, a virtuous man who doesn't end up being simply bland and anodyne. 
Rutherfurd may be at his best when dealing with big-canvas events like the bloody Monmouth Rebellion of 1685. But 
he's no slouch at detailing more microcosmic conflicts, like this head-butting contest between two buck deer: Her buck 
had hit firmer ground and his feet suddenly got a purchase on the grass. His hindquarters shivering, he dug in. She saw 
the shoulders rise and his neck bear down. And now the interloper was slipping on the wet leaves. Slowly, cautiously, 
their antlers locked, the two straining bucks began to turn. Now they were both on grass. Suddenly the interloper 
disengaged. He gave his head a twist. The jagged spike was aiming at the buck's eye. Bestial behavior? Perhaps. Yet 
the level of human folly and brutality scattered throughout The Forest makes the foregoing passage resemble an 
outtake from Bambi--and gives this sylvan saga a very memorable edge. --Barry ForshawPressestimmenNot all good 
things come in small packages. If you like books that are big, Edward Rutherfurd is your man. He writes wonderful 
sagas, tales that cover centuries, always keeping these long stories lively by telling us about the events and conflicts of 
peoples lives. Rutherfurd does the painstaking research; the reader has all the fun.Seattle TimesMany of the most 
memorable characters are womenAdela the Norman, bold in the face of injustice; her descendant Alice Albion, almost 
brave enough to defeat the hatred of the civil war; tough old Adelaide, so loyal to ancient grievances that she cant let 
her sweet niece Fanny take hold of love.Kansas City Star The novel covers 10 centuries, tracking a half-dozen or so 
families and their fates, their fortunes, and intrigues moving the stories along. But the trees have tales to tell, too. As 
fiction, it works like a charm. . . . English majors will love this, and so will almost anyone else who starts page 1 and 
follows Puckle, Godwin Pride, Cola the Huntsman and their descendents along Rutherfurds twisting road.New York 
Daily News 


