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Von Francesca Kay : The Long Room (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Long Room (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The 
Long RoomVon miss.mesmerizedStephen Donaldson, a single well-educated young man, was recruited for the 
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Institute after completing his studies at Oxford. The aim and tasks of his employer remained rather unclear and so he 
finds himself listening to audio tapes and scanning them for hints of communist and revolutionary plans. Day by day 
he gets more familiar with the individuals he observes, he feels like being part of their family since he gets to hear 
every word spoken at their homes. The target PHOENIX becomes especially interesting when Stephen kind of falls in 
love with Helen who seems to be lonely and disconnected from her husband.Sending the reader back into the 
beginning of the 1980s with the cold war at a critical point, Francesca Kay provides us with a glance through the 
keyhole of espionage and state intervention. Yet, it is less the political implication that comes into the focus but the 
very private lives of the targets which are portrayed via the tapes and which do not hide anything. Not just Stephen is 
very carefully drawn and quite authentic in his thoughts and manner, but also the persons observed and it is the details, 
e.g. the Christmas presents Stephen offers to one of his colleagues, which show an incredible capacity of close 
observation of the human being. Apart from this, the atmosphere at the time, the fear of IRA bombs or even a 3rd 
World War, is exceptionally well translated into the text.

KurzbeschreibungWhat happens to a man who has his ear pressed to the lives of others but not much life of his own? 
When Stephen Donaldson joins the Institute, he anticipates excitement, romance and new status. Instead he gets the 
tape-recorded conversations of ancient communists and ineffectual revolutionaries, until the day he is assigned a new 
case: the ultra-secret PHOENIX. Is PHOENIX really working for a foreign power? Stephen hardly cares; it is the 
voice of the target's wife that mesmerises him. This is December 1981. Bombs are exploding, a cold war is being 
waged, another war is just over the horizon and the nation is transfixed by weekly instalments of Brideshead Revisited. 
Dangerously in love, and lonely, Stephen sets himself up for a vertiginous fall that will forever change his life.As 
beautiful as it is intense, The Long Room is the dazzling new novel from an award-winning writer. With her mastery 
of the perfect detail, Francesca Kay explores a mind under pressure and the compelling power of 
imagination.KurzbeschreibungWhat happens to a man who has his ear pressed to the lives of others but not much life 
of his own? When Stephen Donaldson joins the Institute, he anticipates excitement, romance and new status. Instead 
he gets the tape-recorded conversations of ancient communists and ineffectual revolutionaries, until the day he is 
assigned a new case: the ultra-secret PHOENIX. Is PHOENIX really working for a foreign power? Stephen hardly 
cares; it is the voice of the target's wife that mesmerises him. This is December 1981. Bombs are exploding, a cold war 
is being waged, another war is just over the horizon and the nation is transfixed by weekly instalments of Brideshead 
Revisited. Dangerously in love, and lonely, Stephen sets himself up for a vertiginous fall that will forever change his 
life.As beautiful as it is intense, The Long Room is the dazzling new novel from an award-winning writer. With her 
mastery of the perfect detail, Francesca Kay explores a mind under pressure and the compelling power of 
imagination.ber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeFrancesca Kay's first novel, An Equal Stillness, won the Orange 
Award for New Writers and was nominated for the Authors' Club First Novel Award and for Best First Book in the 
Commonwealth Writers' Prize (Europe and South Asia Region). Her second novel, The Translation of the Bones, was 
longlisted for the Bailey's Women's Prize for Fiction. She lives in Oxford. 


