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Von W. Somerset Maugham : The Magician (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Magician (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Neglected GemVon Bruce KendallThis is one of Maugham's least-read works, judging from its absence in most 
bookstores and libraries. Of Human Bondage, Cakes and Ale, The Moon and Sixpence are usually fairly easy to locate 
on most shelves. You must do a little digging to find this one, but it will reward your efforts.At the center of the book 
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is Oliver Haddo, who, as you can tell from the other reviews here, is based entirely and without much thought of 
disguise upon Aleister Crowley, the London necromancer. The plot is indeed pure melodrama, the virginal fiance 
drawn irresistibly towards her doom by dark forces against which there appears to be no defense. Think of Bram 
Stoker, or Coppola if you haven't read the novel. Will our hero somehow find a way to overcome the great odds and 
emerge victorious? Will Haddo succeed in his plan of evil debauchery? Stay tuned for the heady conclusion.What 
saves The Magician from sinking into the morass of its conventional and even hackneyed plot is the quality of 
Maugham's writing. We are aware at all times that we are in the hands of an accomplished writer and artist, who can 
turn a tired theme into an event of wit and real pathos. At times the scenes are in fact quite chillingly rendered as well. 
There is real suspense here, as well as some startlingly weird and realistic depictions of the occult. The scene that 
comes most readily to mind is Haddo's creation of the homonculi, some home-grown little fiends he cooks up in a test-
tube. Many of the scenes have a surreal edge to them, but are grounded in enough realistic detail to lend them 
plausibility at the same time.I would recommend this book to those who have read and enjoyed Maugham's other 
works, as well as to anyone who enjoys books about the occult or to fans of horror novels (of which there are legion). 
It's an easy and fun read and is frightening enough that it just might have you looking over your shoulder the next time 
you're dining in a London restaurant, double-checking to see if Haddo might not be sitting somewhere across the 
room. Then again, these days, a lot of women probably hope that he is.3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Addicting NightmareVon Ein KundeWell written as you would expect; he takes the reader down a dark path, 
describing a situation which could very well happen anytime, anywhere; ie no nead for magic tricks here, it is a true 
psychological thriller0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Complex and perceptiveVon 
HORAKThis novel is based on a character whom Somerset Maugham met in Paris in 1897 called Aleistair Crowley. 
He was a liar, a boastful man and a voluminous writer of mediocre verse. He was also dabbing in Satanism, magic and 
occult. He inspired Somerset Maugham and served as a model for Oliver Haddo in "The Magician"Arthur Burdon, 
surgeon of St Luke's in London, has just arrived in Paris to study the methods of the French operators. But he has also 
come there to see Margaret Dauncy with whom he is in love. It is Dr Porhot, a lifetime friend of Arthur's, who 
introduces him to Oliver Haddo. This obese, fleshy-faced man with an imposing paunch claims to be a magician. At a 
dinner party, the guests can hardly believe the stories told by this charlatan. They wonder whether he is an impostor or 
a madman and how much he really believes what he says. Does he deceive himself or is he laughing up his sleeve at 
the madness of those who take him seriously? To Arthur's bewilderment, as he is about to marry Margaret, she falls 
under the spell of Oliver Haddo and flees with him. Yet Arthur can hardly picture into what abyss of horror and evil 
Margaret will be driven.A complex and perceptive novel. The theme of evil is perfectly woven into a story stunning 
for its action and vivid characters.

KurzbeschreibungArthur Burdon, a renowned English surgeon, is visiting Paris to see his fiance, Margaret Dauncey. 
Margaret is studying art in Parisian school, along with her friend Susie Boyd. On his first evening in Paris, Burdon 
meets Oliver Haddo, who claims to be a magician and is an acquaintance of Burdons mentor, the retired doctor and 
occult scholar Dr. Porhot. While none of the company initially believe Haddos claims, Haddo performs several feats of 
magic for them over the following days. Arthur eventually fights with Haddo, after the magician kicks Margarets dog. 
It happens that Arthurs antagonistic character is Haddo and the plot revolves on these two characters. 
Pressestimmen"You will acknowledge Maugham as the Master"KurzbeschreibungArthur Burdon, a renowned English 
surgeon, is visiting Paris to see his fiance, Margaret Dauncey. Margaret is studying art in Parisian school, along with 
her friend Susie Boyd. On his first evening in Paris, Burdon meets Oliver Haddo, who claims to be a magician and is 
an acquaintance of Burdons mentor, the retired doctor and occult scholar Dr. Porhot. While none of the company 
initially believe Haddos claims, Haddo performs several feats of magic for them over the following days. Arthur 
eventually fights with Haddo, after the magician kicks Margarets dog. It happens that Arthurs antagonistic character is 
Haddo and the plot revolves on these two characters. 


