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Von Junichiro Tanizaki : The Makioka Sisters (Vintage Classics) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Makioka Sisters (Vintage Classics):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A
sensational story told in beautiful, delicate detail Von Ein KundeTHE MAKIOKA SISTERS tells the story of the lives
and relationships of four sistersin the late 1930's and early 1940'sin Osaka, Japan. Tsuruko, the oldest, who is
married, acts as the head of the household by nature of her age. Sachiko, the second oldest, also married, is a sensitive
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and intelligent woman who watches over her younger sisters. Y ukiko, unmarried, is extrmeley shy and reserved, and
extremely dependent upon Sachiko. The youngest, also unmarried, is Taeko (nicknamed Koi-san), a free spirit who
finds that she must break with tradition to be happy. It is the responsibility of Sachiko and her husband Teinosuke to
find a suitable husband for Y ukiko, who must marry before Taeko as custom dictates. The book takes us through
several yearsin the lives of the Makioka family (curiously, since there were only daughters and no sons, both sisters
husbands took the name Makioka), as they experience the joys and disillusions of life in an extremely close-knit
family. Astheir wealth and prosperity wane, they realize that you sometimes must make sacrifices.It was wonderful to
read this book knowing that not only was it written by a native Japanese, but that it was also written in that time
period, in the early 1940's. Knowing that every description and every conversation was authentic made this an
amazing book.l would highly reccomend this to anyone who has an interest in Japanese customs, society and way of
life. It was fascinating.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Thomas Mann meets Jane AustenVon
Ein KundeAsin "Buddenbrooks," we are introduced to a bourgeois family in decline, and through them we enter
deeply into their society, so different from our own--and both societies, Germany in the late 19th century and Japan
just before World War 11, are about to undergo tremendous changes. And as in Jane Austen, the plot is propelled by
the search for a husband, in this case for the third Makioka sister. This book is absolutely enthralling. It's long, but the
pages fly by.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Greatest Japanese Novel of 20th CenturyVon
Ein KundeThisis a sweeping view of a changing Japanese aristocratic and domestic life. As everyone else has said, it's
along book, and it's not flashy, but its characters are enigmatic and real, and after you have read it you wish there was
more. | suppose that it does in fact earn the praise given on its back cover--at least as far as my limited reading of the
modern Japanese classics would allow me to judge.

KurzbeschreibungTanizaki's masterpiece is the story of four sisters, and the declining fortunes of atraditional Japanese
family. It isaloving and nostalgic recreation of the sumptuous, intricate upper-class life of Osakaimmediately before
World War Two. With surgical precision, Tanizaki lays bare the sinews of pride, and brings a vanished erato vibrant
life..deThe four Makioka sisters lead very complicated, strenuous lives, although on the surface nothing much ever
happens to them. Part of afading Japanese aristocracy in the years leading up to World War |1, they cannot escape the
wide net of the family name--something always brings them back to the reality of "being a Makioka." Running out of
money, living in falling-apart houses, growing older beneath the sunlight of the modern world, they do their best to
preserve the rituals of the past. The two older sisters work diligently to arrange a marriage for the third sister, Y ukiko.
Desperate to find someone to take care of her, they keep lowering their standards. One night they find themselves out
with a drunk, selfish crackpot who has no money, but who is supposed to be related to a man who works for an
important utility company. The fact that he is even a candidate for their sister's hand isa sign of how far they have
falen. There are other signsin this remarkable, utterly compelling Japanese epic. At one point, a flood overwhelms
their small town of Osaka. The youngest sister, Taeko, is having tea at the impeccably decorated home where her
sewing teacher, Mrs. Tamaki, lives with her son Hiroshi. When the rain first appears beneath the door, the three were
still rather enjoying themselves, shouting at each other in the best of spirits. They all had a good laugh when Hiroshi,
reaching to grab the briefcase in which he had brought home his school books, bumped his head on the bobbing radio.
But after perhaps a half hour, there came a moment when the three fell silent. Almost immediately, Taeko remembered
afterwards, the water was above her waist. As she clutched at a curtain, a picture fell from over her head; the curtain
had probably brushed against it. It was a picture Mrs. Tamaki was especially fond of. Junichiro Tanizaki wrestled
throughout his career with the idea of a country where tribes of aristocrats live asrelics, grasping at the past through
gestures, manners, small and intricate private laws. The narrative suspense of The Makioka Sistersis rooted in this
single-minded nostalgia, this strict attention to the details of domestic life as the outer world becomes more and more
incomprehensible. Pages are devoted to musing about whether Y ukiko should "risk" meeting a potential husband when
there is a spot above her eye--maybe she should play it safe and go to the doctor about it; maybe the potential husband
will interpret it as bad luck. Tanizaki manages to make the struggle over this small, dark spot wildly compelling. |
could not sleep until | discovered itsfate. If epic literature is based in the dramatic and forward-moving narrative of a
male hero's journey, The Makioka Sistersis afemale epic of inaction--trying to figure out what to wear, crying for no
reason at the same time every afternoon. With each perilous, pathetic step, the sisters are heroes setting out for the new
world. They're like Odysseus, except without the ship and without the sea. --Emily WhitePressestimmenPraise for
Junichiro Tanizaki's The Makioka SistersA masterpiece of great beauty and quality. Chicago TribuneSkillfully and
subtly, Tanizaki brushes in adelicate picture of a gentle world that no longer exists. San Francisco Chronicle



