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Von Mark Twain : The Mysterious Stranger (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Mysterious Stranger (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very 
bad book designVon KundeI bought this as a gift and I am really disappointed. I mean, sure: the text is there. But 
design-wise, I was shocked. The typography is a mess and the image on book cover has a really low resolution, so the 
picture looks really pixellated. That's just unprofessional.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Everything is a dreamVon ChristianeEven when he was young and optimistic Mark Twain was never under any 
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illusion about the nature of the human race. Towards the end of his life he was utterly embittered and in this work he 
paints a bleak picture of us and our moral sense. Looking at the world the way it is today his observations are as 
relevant now as they were 100 years ago.In the voice of Satans nephew, an angel who befriends three young boys in 
an isolated Austrian village in 1590, Mark Twain passes judgment on the human race which believes itself to be the 
crown of creation because it alone has a moral sense, the faculty to distinguish between good and evil. Humans tend to 
call any act of cruelty a brutality whereas a lowly brute is incable of acting in such a way. Cruelty, inflicting pain for 
the pleasure of it, is entirely human. Man has the ability to choose between right and wrong and more often than not he 
chooses wrong, yet, there shouldnt be any wrong and without the moral sense there couldnt be any.Mark Twain is 
especially scathing on those in power : church and government.The church decides that knowledge is not good for the 
common people it might make them discontented with the lot which God had appointed for them . And, without the 
fear of hell and damnation where would the church be ?As for governments : they are ever a vocal minority good or 
bad - governing a herd of cowardly, mob-mentality slaves that will always against their better judgment or not - follow 
the ones that make the most noise.The history of humanity in general and of Christianity in particular is marked by 
cruelty, envy, malice, war and superstition. Civilization is just a long series of wars, murders and massacres, progress 
being a more and more deadly effectiveness of weapons.Though the one effective weapon humans possess is laughter 
they use it for trivialities instead of laughing about and thus destroying the hysterical insanity of a belief in the ego, 
life, after-life, God. All these things are impossible. Nothing exists, everything is a dream, an illusion and the I is just a 
thought, and a bad one at that.Could there be anything more absurd than the belief in an all-knowing, all-loving and all-
powerful God who makes man what he is and then expects him to worship him for it ?

KurzbeschreibungThis book was converted from its physical edition to the digital format by a community of 
volunteers. You may find it for free on the web. Purchase of the Kindle edition includes wireless 
delivery.KurzbeschreibungThis book was converted from its physical edition to the digital format by a community of 
volunteers. You may find it for free on the web. Purchase of the Kindle edition includes wireless delivery.Synopsis In 
his last years, Mark Twain had become a respected literary figure whose opinions were widely sought by the press. He 
had also suffered a series of painful physical, economic, and emotional losses. "The Mysterious Stranger", published 
posthumously in 1916 and belonging to Twain's 'dark' period, belies the popular image of the affable American 
humorist. In this anti-religious tale, Twain denies the existence of a benign Providence, a soul, an afterlife, and even 
reality itself. As the Stranger in the story asserts, 'nothing exists; all is a dream'. 


